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Sustaining fishers island
Visit the Yale Study resource
page. All posts relating to the
Yale Study and Sustaining Fishers
Island are published here for easy
access.
fishersisland.net/about-fishersisland/sustaining-fishers-island/
The Yale Report: Sustaining
Fishers Island broken down by
chapters for ease of dounloading,
printing and reading.
Links to Letters, posts and
comments on The Lost
Apostrophe blog
Meeting information, FAQ and
more.
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-2014 FIS Commencement
-EBB AND FLOW
-July Gardening Tips
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Masthead Photo by Arthur Walsh

Letter to The Lost Apostrophe,
FishersIsland.net Editor
June 25, 2014
I found Monday’s meeting frustrating
because the questions were almost
entirely focused on whether incorporation
as a village is necessary to achieve the
goals of the recommendations which are
described in the report. I share some of
the concerns raised about the
incorporation concept. I’m also in
complete agreement that the challenges
facing our Island must be addressed and
addressed with a sense of urgency because
the Island is at a tipping point.
The Study, which John Spofford should be
congratulated for getting going with help
from FIDCO and others, was not
developed in secret by a few folks. The
acknowledgements on page 5 of the
report lists over 60 people. There have
been several meetings over the last two
years and the study was posted on the
Island website several months ago. It
takes some time to read and digest but the
time is well spent as the report articulates
well the challenges which we face and
poses recommendations. We all need to
read it.
What is needed now is leadership from

the Island Community Board and others
to develop support for the
recommendations–which I am in general
agreement with–and to begin the
implementation process of those
recommendations with such modifications
as may be thoughtfully suggested by those
who care about the Island. The
suggestions made at Monday’s meeting
that we should try working with Southold
rather than immediately moving
toward incorporation are an example of
such thoughtful input. However, the
Study does point out the advantages of
incorporation in achieving some of the
goals. That’s just one of the issues that
must be discussed. All the
recommendations are important and we
need to develop consensus on what needs
to be done.
When I went to school on the Island there
were 100 kids in the school. Now a
family with four kids increases the Island
population’s share of the school by more
than 10%. I find that very scary. We
need the year-round population to have a
critical mass and to have a proper age
distribution. There is much to be done
and everyone who cares about the Island
must get involved.
Harry Ferguson

1
2

Lorem Ipsum
Fishers
Island Fog horn

Fishers Island School Commencement
The Class of 2014 Commencement took place on June 26,
2014. With a full house, the six seniors were surrounded with
support from faculty, administrators, family and friends as they
processed into the school’s gymnasium.
Paul Lang, brother of Molly Lang, sang the National Anthem
and the Welcoming Address was delivered by Amber Ferguson
who attended Fishers Island School from Pre-K through 12th
grade. Olivia Backhaus, Molly Lang and Tyler Rogers presented
the Class Gift to the school, an outdoor half court, a reminder
of the seniors’ love of basketball and their Viking spirit.
CJ Finan introduced Brad Burnham, this year’s commencement
speaker. Brad, a life-long member of the Fishers Island
community, is a managing partner at Union Square Ventures,
which he founded with an associate in 2003. His career began at
AT&T in 1979 where his expertise was information technology.
Mr. Burnham spun Echo Logic out of Bell Labs in 1989 and
joined AT&T Ventures in 1993. He is a graduate of Wesleyan
University and holds a BA in Political Science.
Mr. Burnham talked to the graduates about Lessons Learned
and added a personal story of how he learned these lessons:
1. Try to see yourself as others see you.
2. You don’t have to know where you are going to get
somewhere.
3. Listen to your parents, but not too carefully.
4. If you are not learning anything, change something.
Scholarships and Prizes Awarded
Fishers Island Community Scholarship Fund, managed
by St. John’s Church and presented by Mrs. Brinckerhoff and
Mr. Parker to: Olivia Backhaus, Amber Ferguson, CJ Finan,
Molly Lang, Garrett Berg, Tyler Rogers—pending pursuit of
high education

Fishers Island Teachers’ Association Scholarship
Academic: Olivia Backhaus; Community Service: Amber
Ferguson, CJ Finan, Molly Lang; Special Merit: Tyler Rogers
Dr. William Gallaher Science Award (IHP): Olivia
Backhaus
Dr. Ralph K. Hoch Scholar Athlete Award (IHP): Olivia
Backhaus
The Edwin and Katherine Horning Award (Union
Chapel): Olivia Backhaus
Mary Ski Community Service Award (Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church): Amber Ferguson
Lady Gorham Book Prize: Amber Ferguson
Rotary Club of Mystic Scholarship: Olivia Backhaus
Southold Town Republican Club Scholarship: CJ Finan
Valhalla College Scholarship presented by FI School alumni
Ethan Bean ’04 and Katie McCarthy ’13 to Olivia Backhaus
Principal Karen Goodwin, Guidance Counselor Gilbert Amaral,
Board of Education President Sara McLean, and Superintendent
Margaret McKenna had the honor of confirming diplomas to the
seniors. Mrs. Goodwin then presented the graduates and shared
how proud she and all the teachers are of these newest Fishers
Island School alumni.
They will be matriculating in the fall to:
Olivia Backhaus, Sewanee: The University of the South
Garrett Berg, United States Air Force Academy
Amber Ferguson, Trident Technical College
Christopher Finan, College of Charleston
Molly Lang, Suffolk University
Tyler Rogers, Gap Year, Cape Town, South Africa
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EBB and FLOW
Weddings:

Fishers Island Happenings

May 17, 2014 Jennifer Edwards and
Matthew Bruner, Ashford, CT

344th MP Co. Changes Command

June 14, 2014 Julie Guire and Michael
McGeeney, Fishers Island, NY

June 14, 2014 Sarah Graves and Avery
Scoville, Chester, VT
June 21, 2014 Sarah Roberts and
Chester Hall, Martha's Vineyard, MA

The 344th Military Police Company of the U.S. Army Reserve held a change of
command ceremony June 22 at the Major General Maurice Rose Armed Forces
Reserve Center in Middletown, CT. Capt. Gregory Durant relinquished command
to Capt. Eric Giles, a resident of Fishers Island, N.Y. Durant, a Canton, Mass.,
resident, has commanded the 344th MP Co. for more than three years. During his
tenure, the unit participated in Operation Guardian Justice at Fort Bliss, Texas. The
unit also deployed to Bagram, Afghanistan, in 2013 where they were placed over a
majority of the Afghan National Detention Center Facility at Parwan. Giles comes
to the 344th MP Co. from his previous assignment with the 382nd Military Police
Battalion at Westover Air Reserve Base, Massachusetts, as the Law and Order
Operations Officer.

Birth:

June 23 William ‘Liam’ George
Douthit to Annie (Taylor) and Drew
Douthit

Engagement:

Daphne Patterson and Brent Herlihy
on February 15, 2014 in the
Adirondacks (Indian Lake).
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IN MEMORIAM: Anne Webb Burnham
Anne Webb Burnham, 87, of Rehoboth, MA, and Fishers Island, NY, died on June 4th
at the Philip Hulitar Inpatient Center in Providence, the evening before her husband of
62 years, David Campbell Burnham, also died. They were the parents of three sons,
Paul H. Burnham (Karen Birck) of Wilton, CT, John S. Burnham (Rachel Balaban) of
Middletown, RI, and Stephen T. Burnham (Krysia) of Newton, MA, and a daughter,
Louise Burnham Packard of Lexington, MA, as well as ten grandchildren: Elizabeth,
David, Isabel, Olivia, Sophia, John, Margaux, Samuel, Daniel and Anne.
Mrs. Burnham was born in Morristown, NJ, as a daughter of the late Bayard B. and
Anita (Hunter) Webb; she was predeceased by her five siblings, including a twin sister
Ruth (Micky) Martling. After living in Providence for 16 years, the Burnhams moved to
Rehoboth. The Burnhams were long-time summer residents of Fishers Island, NY.
Mrs. Burnham was a math teacher at the Lincoln School in Providence until her retirement in 1994. She had previously
taught at Miss Porter’s School in Farmington, CT, where she was chair of the Math Department, and at Northfield
School for Girls (later Northfield Mount Hermon School) in Northfield, MA. She was a graduate of both Northfield and
Oberlin College, where she majored in Physics.
As an active member of the Community Church of Providence, Mrs. Burnham was both Moderator and Treasurer, and
was a cherished member of the choir for more than 35 years. She was also a member of the Fishers Island Union
Chapel. She was the longstanding secretary to the American Friends of the Collège Cévenol, the Fishers Island Yacht
Club, and the Island People’s Project, as well as the Providence Branch of the English-Speaking Union. Most recently,
her teaching gifts were shared with the Handicraft Club, where she taught knitting.
Mrs. Burnham devoted each and every moment of
her time on earth to her family, her friends, her
students, her church, and to all those in need with
whom she came in contact during her long and rich
life.

A memorial service was held to
celebrate the Burnhams on June
21st, at the Central
Congregational Church of
Providence. Burial was private.
Condolences may be left online
at monahandrabblesherman.com
or c/o the Community Church
of Providence.
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IN MEMORIAM: david campbell burnham
David Campbell Burnham, 85, of Rehoboth, MA, and Fishers Island, NY, died in his
sleep on Thursday morning, June 5th; his beloved wife, Anne Webb Burnham, died
the evening before, June 4th. Mr. Burnham was born to Louise (Campbell) and
Rufus B. Burnham in Larchmont, NY, and attended Loomis School, Yale University
(BA) and University of Massachusetts.
Mr. Burnham was a life-long educator, starting as an English and Bible teacher and
counselor at Mount Hermon School for Boys (later Northfield Mount Hermon
School), where he met Anne, a math teacher. He later moved to Loomis-Chaffee
School as vice-president for academic affairs, then to Moses Brown School as
headmaster. Mr. Burnham retired from Moses Brown after 16 years and accepted
successive one-year appointments as an English teacher in Japan and interim
headmaster at St. Andrew’s School in Barrington, RI, and Northwood School in Lake Placid, NY. He then helped found
a charter school in Providence, the Paul Cuffee School, which merged his love for education with his passion for all
things maritime. He was particularly proud that Paul Cuffee is graduating its first class from high school this month.
Mr. Burnham was an avid sailor who won the national championship of the Bullseye Class several times; he served as
president of the Bullseye Class Association, as commodore of the Fishers Island Yacht Club, and as chair of the board of
trustees of the Herreshoff Marine Museum. He was also on the board of the Providence Branch of the English-Speaking
Union and was the long-time coordinator of its Shakespeare Competition. He was a devoted member of the Community
Church of Providence and Union Chapel (Fishers Island), where he sometimes guest-preached.
Dave and Anne Burnham leave behind three sons, Paul H. Burnham (Karen Birck) of Wilton, CT, John S. Burnham
(Rachel Balaban) of Middletown, RI, and Stephen T. Burnham (Krysia) of Newton, MA, and a daughter, Louise
Burnham Packard of Lexington, MA, as well as ten grandchildren: Elizabeth, David, Isabel, Olivia, Sophia, John,
Margaux, Samuel, Daniel, and Anne.

Donations in the Burnhams’
memory may be made to the
Anne & David Burnham
Scholarship Fund at Northfield
Mount Hermon School, 1
Lamplighter Way, Mount
Hermon, MA 01354; to the
David Burnham Maritime Fund,
Paul Cuffee School, 459
Promenade St., Providence, RI
02908; or to the Community
Church of Providence, 372
Wayland Ave, Providence, RI
02906.
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July Gardening Tips

From Mélie’s Garden
When July and hot weather arrive, it is hard to keep up your motivation to garden. The beach and other activities are too seducing,
but if you follow the simple July chore list below you will have a happy and healthy garden that will continue to grow well into the
fall.
JULY CHORES:
Weed, weed, weed – weeds take lots of moisture away from the other plants. You can solarize them in particularly bad spots by
putting down black plastic, weighed down with bricks, and the sun will cook the weeds under the plastic. This doesn’t look pretty,
but it does do the trick for particularly pesky weeds in a couple of weeks.
Water – plants need a minimum of an inch of water per week, either from you or God! If you don’t have a rain gauge, it is a good
idea to buy one.
Deadhead and cut back plants that have bloomed – often they will bloom again.
Prune roses, after they have flowered and fertilize with organic fertilizer. If you have black spot, treat the plants with a good
fungicide or homemade one (2-3 Tbs. Baking Soda and 2Tbs. of liquid dish washing soap mixed with a gallon water) and spray every
7 – 10 days.
Cut back and feed container plants – they especially need food and water to continue to bloom and grow into the fall.
Mark perennials that need to be moved, but don’t move them until after August 15th. Make lists now of improvements you
want to make for next year – even photograph a bed you think needs work, so you can remember what plants to buy in the spring if
you can’t make those adjustments this fall.
Continue to plant vegetable seeds for crops to pick into the fall: bush beans, beets carrots, broccoli, lettuce, peas, radish,
small summer squash, spinach, Swiss chard and turnips. Lettuce and spinach seeds won’t germinate if the soil is above 80 degrees, so
plant those seeds a bit in the shade if you can.
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FI Ferry Commissioners Election
The ferry is our lifeline to the mainland, and all of us use the
service regularly, and some are absolutely dependent on its
reliability to earn a living, receive ongoing medical attention,
and receive needed supplies on island. The governance is
vested in a five person Board of Commissioners (BOC) who
decide policy and provide oversight of the operation and
staff. In the current year we have had only 3 commissioners,
thereby requiring attendance of the whole to make a decision.
For a variety of reasons it has been difficult to achieve a
quorum in some instances. On August 12 we will have the
annual election to elect new commissioners for the current
two vacancies plus the seat held by Commissioner Chris
Edwards who is completing his term. Candidate petitions are
available now and must be filed by noon on Friday, July 18,
2014 with a petition signed by 25 registered voters.
Now is the time to support the District. Please consider
running yourself, or assisting by recommending another you
think could do the job. Assistance is available to help answer
any questions interested candidates may have. It’s hard to
imagine serving a more important community service – our
lifeline to the mainland.
July 8, 2014: Candidate Petitions Available
July 18, 2014 by 12:00 PM EST: Candidate Petitions
Return/Filing Date*
July 25, 2014: Absentee Ballot Applications Available, FI
Ferry District Business Office, Fishers Island, NY)
Absentee Ballot Applications Due: August 5, 2014: 7
days prior to election if mailed to voter; or August 11, 2014:
1 day prior to election if picked up by voter
August 12, 2014 at 2:00-6:00 pm: Commissioners’ Election,
FI Community Center
*Candidate names will be posted prior to the election.
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US Post Office Notices
Registering PO Boxes
The Fishers Island Post Office is sending a notice and PS Form
1093, Application for Post Office Box Service to all box holders
asking that everyone register their post office box, including
each individual that receives mail in that box on Fishers. This
must be done within 10 days of receiving the notice. Please
contact Gail or Allison with any questions at (631) 788-7835
or Gail.T.Utterback-Mills@usps.gov. Once you have
received notice, please bring a copy of the notice and the PS
Form 1093 to the Fishers Island Post Office when you
register.

Proper usps addressing
Please be advised beginning June 2012 under the direction of
Address Management System at the US Postal Service all
PACKAGES should be addressed as follows:
Your Name
Your FI Street Number and Street Name, #Box* Number
Fishers Island, NY 06390
PACKAGE EXAMPLE:
Jane Doe
1 Main Street, #100
Fishers Island, NY 06390
*Please use the # (number sign) and your Fishers Island PO
Box number. DO NOT write “Box”.
All LETTERS should be addressed as follows:
Jane Doe
PO Box 000
Fishers Island, NY 06390

for all upcoming Fishers Island
Events

Visit http://fishersisland.net/events/
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Ferguson museum:
Coming and Going:
A History of
Transportation
to Fishers Island
Please visit us for the
During Museum Hours or
by appointment.

JULY 2014

ISLAND CONCERTS:
Begin July 20:
-Margaret Chaves and The
Gotham Ensemble
-Whiffenpoof Alumni
-Ji, Pianist
Please check the website or PO
Bulletin Board for the 2014
Summer Schedule.

FFIT:
CONCERT

Hazardous
waste day:

Saturday, July 19
Performing Live
@ FI Theater

Saturday, July 26
9:00-12:00
Transfer Station

Island celebration:
400th Anniversary of the
Discovery of Fishers Island
by Adriaen Block
Happy 400th Block Party
FI Community Center
Saturday, August 9, 2014
4:00-6:30 pm

Fishers Island Fog Horn
P.O. Box 464, Fishers Island, NY 06390
If you have something you would like posted on FishersIsland.net or in the Fog Horn - a story idea, an event ‘save the date’,
photos to share, suggestions or an interest in advertising, please contact Jane Ahrens at (631) 788-7487 or
info@fishersisland.net.
Contact Sarah Porter to place an event on the Community Calendar at www.fishersisland.net/events/ at (631) 788-7683 or
fishersislandevents@gmail.com.

Ferguson Museum Acquires 2nd lease: 1741

