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Conservancy Letter from Professor Tallamy

Tom Sargent, President
Fishers Island Conservancy
Dear Tom,

October 25, 2016

Just a note of encouragement for you, the Conservancy, and all of the residents of Fishers Island regarding your on-going effort to
remove invasive plants from the island. First, I want to congratulate you again for undertaking this ambitious project. Most groups
do not have the foresight to tackle a long-term project such as this, or are simply not willing to invest the time, energy and
resources required to succeed. I also want to congratulate you on your progress so far. What you have accomplished at the Parade
Grounds, Elizabeth Field , the Race and South Beach, 150 acres in total, is nothing short of fantastic. In war parlance you have
established a solid beachhead from which you can systematically attack invasives throughout the rest of the island. More important,
you have shown that it can be done. Because Fishers is an island, it is not being reinvaded by alien plants from outside sources. The
invasive plants on Fishers were unwittingly brought to Fishers as decorations. Once removed, the rich native plant flora that once
supported diverse populations of birds, bees and butterflies can be reestablished to everyone’s benefit.
The challenge of removing invasives is most manageable if it becomes a cultural priority among all landowners on the island. If each
landowner removes the invasives on his or her property, the size of the overall task becomes quite manageable indeed. And with
every invasive removed, the seed rain of these plants over the island each fall is reduced and in the long run, will be eliminated.
Take lots of pictures of your current plant invasions - - your porcelainberry and autumn olive, your black swallowwart and
multiflora rose, your bush honeysuckle and buckthorn - - because in not too many years, with the cooperation of all islanders, these
invasions will be a thing of the past. You can win this battle, Tom, and save the biodiversity of your beautiful island.
Respectfully,

Douglas W. Tallamy
Professor
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Fishers Island Library Book Moving Event

In preparation for the Fishers Island Library's front room renovation scheduled to begin the last week in October, all the books
needed to be moved! This effort was championed by Library Board members Jon Britt, Karen Goodwin, Ace Ahrens and Gordon
Murphy with President Sheila Kennedy.
The questions were, how to move over 6,000 books and where to store them? The solution to the ‘how’ was found with the help
of Fishers Island School’s Principal and Superintendent Karen Goodwin and her 19 volunteer students. The solution to the ‘where’
came from Rev. Michael Spencer and the Vestry of St. John's Church.
Despite the rain the evening of October 21, the plans went forward. Library Director Ann Banks explained how to label the boxes
so the books would be ready to be restocked on the new shelves when the construction is complete. As volunteers Susie
Brinkerhoff, Cookie Edwards and Library Program Director Amy Harris put 200 boxes together with Sheila, the students packed
and labeled the boxes.
Once the shelves were cleared, the students and volunteers Rob Goodwin and Dirk Harris with Gordon and Ace, carried the boxes
to St. John's Church across the street. The rain finally came down too hard to finish the move, but 95 boxes were set in the pews.
The remaining full boxes were moved to the Library's front room, ready to be transported to their winter home.
The students enjoyed well-earned snacks before some caught the 7PM ferry. Karen took a moment to share with them how proud
she was for their willingness to volunteer, and as Sheila thanked them all she also told mentioned how much their hard work is
appreciated by the Library and the community.
As luck would have it, a sunny Sunday morning arrived – along with a number of volunteer members of the Fishers Island Fire
Department including Bruce Hubert, Joe Brock, JR Edwards, Greg Cypherd with Dirk and Ace. Together with Courtney Allan,
and Jim and Cailyn, this team moved over 100 more boxes of books to the church and completed the task!
A huge thank you to Rev. Michael Spencer and the Vestry at St. John’s Church for permitting the book storage in the Sanctuary as
well as all the volunteers and the Fishers Island School.
Fishers Island School’s student volunteers included: Meg Allen, Thad Allen, Isabella Basile, Lydia Doucette, Jackson Eastman,
Nicholas Hall, Arabella Hatfield, Nick Klimczak, Devin Kucscera, Hunter Kucsera, Mitchell Kucsera, Ellanora Lerner, Brooklyn
Redo, Charlie Snyder, Ian Tirabassi, Caroline Toldo, Christina Toldo, Constance Toldo, and Fredrick Toldo.
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angel flight available to all islanders

Angel Flight Northeast heard about the challenge for Fishers Island residents in getting to medical appointments on Long Island. The
organization reached out to us to let us know they are available to provide free flights from Fishers to Long Island to help both adults
and children get to their doctors. The visit does not need to be an emergency since it is part of AFNE’s mission is to improve access
to healthcare in remote locations in the northeast. Once on Long Island, one of their volunteer drivers (“earth angels”) will take you
to your doctor’s office.
Pilots are experienced and vetted for this free service. They prefer a couple of weeks lead-time to arrange for a flight, and there is a
weight limit for passengers and baggage. In addition, weather may be a factor, but they are happily willing to help us whenever
possible. The flight from Fishers to Westhampton is 15 minutes! Best, Rev. Candy Whitman
More Information: Visit their website: www.angelflightne.com; Request a flight: (800) 549-9980; Email: info@angelflightne.org
Best, ICB Representative Rev. Candy Whitman

FiFD Volunteers Recertified in CPR

The Fishers Island Fire Department held CPR training for the volunteer fire fighters and EMTs on Tuesday, October 25, 2016. 27
fire personnel, 8 of them EMTs, attended the 3-hour session. Fire Department members were recertified in CPR which is done
every two years. Bob Brooks and Carol Giles arranged for instructors Don and Lindy to travel to Fishers for the session from CT,
arriving on Baby Doll with Mike Conroy and returning on the Sea Stretcher.
Shown here practicing CPR are from left to right: Jared Toldo, Greg Thibodeau, Mike Imbriglio, Miguel Mego, George Horning,
Janio Spinola, Dave Denison and Tim Patterson.
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IN MEMORIAM: Mary “Bonnie” corsaro
Bonnie Corsaro was born Mary Cross Lueders on June 5, 1942, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania to Mary Cross and Thomas Lueders and died on Sunday, October 2,
2016. She was seventy-four years old. The cause was cancer.
Known most recently throughout the Philadelphia area and beyond for her
BONNIE’s BEST COOKIES, her prowess as a cookie maker par excellence will be
her legacy.
Bonnie Corsaro’s talents were varied and started long ago with being educated at
the Springside School in Chestnut Hill, Pine Manor Junior College in
Massachusetts, and at Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of Music and Academy of
Vocal Arts. As a member of the New York City Opera during the 1960s and
1970s, she was known for her roles in such operas as Cavalleria Rusticana, Bomarzo,
Prince Igor, Manon, Madama Butterfly, The Ballad of Baby Doe and Susanna. Additional
appearances of note were at the Kennedy Center in Washington DC in the
acclaimed production of The Coronation of Poppea and with the St. Paul Opera
Company in the world premiere of Summer and Smoke. In 1971, Bonnie married
acclaimed theater/opera director Frank Corsaro, and their son Andrew was born in 1974.
From the operatic stage, Bonnie moved on in the 1970s to play Paul Newman’s mistress in the movie Buffalo Bill and the Indians,
made her debut in the Broadway musical Whoopie, and went on in the late 1970s to be a master flower arranger in New York City
for the famed River Café and for the florist Surroundings.
From the late 1970s through 2000, Bonnie lived on Fishers Island, New York, where she was known for her many talents: catering,
landscape designing, creating a gift shop, and even doing the flowers for the movie The World According to Garp. She moved back to
Pennsylvania in 2000, and from 2004 – 2006 was the proprietress and one of the chefs of BONNIE’s, a popular restaurant in
Wayne.
Even with all of these splendid accomplishments, her real legacy began in 2002, when Bonnie created BONNIE’s BEST COOKIES,
cookies which knew no rivals. She supplied the Merion Golf Club, pharmacies and gift shops throughout Pennsylvania’s Main Line,
along with national customers through her mail order website business until 2016.
Bonnie Corsaro is survived by her husband Frank Corsaro, son Andrew Corsaro, grandchildren Matthew and Mason Corsaro,
brother Todd Lueders and his wife Kathy, brother Kenneth Lueders and his wife Leslie, and nieces Clare and Sara Lueders.
Bonnie’s best, the lady and the legendary cookies, were always enjoyed, talked about and will be missed by all.
Published in Main Line Media News on Oct. 9, 2016
A service was held Sunday, October 23 at 9:30 am at Harriton House, 500 Harriton Rd, Bryn Mawr, PA. Burial took place
October 25 on Fishers Island, NY.

WEDDINGS

Beach Plum’s Famous
Holiday Sale
November 17!

September 17, 2016
Katherine Sargent & James Hogan
Norwich, VT

October 28, 2016
Matthew Skinner & Danielle Murray
Deep River, CT
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in MEMORIAM: Frederic C. Hamilton
Frederic C. Hamilton (September 25, 1927-September 30, 2016) Died
peacefully after a brief illness in Denver, Colorado. He was born in Columbus,
Ohio and spent much of his childhood in Springfield, Illinois. He attended
Millbrook and Lawrenceville Schools in high school and Babson College. Fred
served in the U.S. Air Force.
Hamilton Brothers became one of the most successful small oil and gas companies
and was ultimately sold to BHP in early 1990 with a spun-off company, Tejas Gas
sold to Shell Corporation shortly thereafter. Fred continued to invest in business
his entire life, creating an investment office called The Hamilton Companies in
the 1990’s that invest in all forms of private equity and alternative investments as
well as in operating companies and in real estate. Over time, he devoted an
increasing amount of time to philanthropy. One of his greatest contributions to
the Denver community was encouraging institutions to create independent
foundations that would provide support to charities far into the future. He gave
generously of time and money to the Denver Art Museum, including an art
bequest of significance to the Museum’s Impressionist collection. He also served
on the Council of the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. He supported many local schools, including Graland Country
Day School and Denver University where his wife Jane was a longstanding Trustee. He also supported St Paul’s School as well as
Millbrook School, New York, and Babson College’s Entrepreneurial Program. Fred gave generously to the medical community
including Children’s Hospital and a variety of research programs at Colorado University/Anschutz Hospital in Denver, including
macular degeneration and endocrinology. Earlier Fred endowed a Chair in Cardiology at Weill Cornell Medical College in New
York.
Fred was an avid sportsman; he liked to fish and to hunt birds in particular. He enjoyed golf his entire life, belonging to many of the
most illustrious and challenging golf institutions in America.
Fred leaves Jane, his wife of 64 years and his four children, Christy H. McGraw (Ted), Fred, Jr. (Emory), Crawford (Sue) and Tom
(Eugenie) as well as ten grandchildren. Service is at The Denver Art Museum at 5 pm October 6, 2016. Memorial donations may be
made to The Denver Art Museum Foundation or Ducks Unlimited.

A Kayaker’s Thank You Note
A letter to FishersIsland.net Editor Jane Ahrens, October 2016
I am writing another thank you note to the Fishers Island Community like
I did last year, but this time to specifically salute local native Bob Brooks.
Four members of the Naugatuck Valley Outdoors Club ventured over in
our kayaks to Fishers Island last Saturday, October 8th. We landed at Dock
Beach and walked to Union Chapel because I read about the Fall Fair that
was to be held there. We bought some lunch, purchased raffle tickets, and
sat with some of the folks from the community while we ate. We struck
up a conversation with Bob Brooks and right after lunch, he very kindly
volunteered to give the four of us a tour of the area in his wife’s SUV. We
had a great time! He drove us down through town, down to Race Point
via the dirt road and showed us many sights, like the recycling center and some of the old Army bunkers and artillery installations.
We continued on and learned about the American Legion Post, Village Market, Magnet School, and the Community Center. We
even got to see the emergency ambulance boat down at the dock. Afterward, he dropped us back down near our boats at Dock
Beach and we headed back. On our way back to Groton, one of those brand new high-speed yellow hovercraft vessels passed a mere
100 yards in front of us and it generated no wake!
Anyway, I just wanted to say that every time we visit Fishers Island it always turns into an unexpected adventure and we always
enjoy visiting the community. We will be back again next year!
Thanks and Regards, Joe Ruggiero, Naugatuck Valley Outdoor Club Southbury, CT
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November Gardening
From Mélie’s Garden
As I write this, I am eagerly awaiting the arrival of my bulb order from John Scheepers. Every
year I order about eight varieties of bulbs to force during the winter. We enjoy them inside in
March and April. I plant the hyacinths, muscari and narcissus outside once they are finished
blooming to naturalize. The forced tulips don’t last like the other bulbs, but I always pop them
into my vegetable garden with the hope they will grow the next year and many times have had
pretty tulips to cut the following spring. The hyacinths, muscari and narcissus have continued to
grow well outside and usually bloom the first year after being forced.
In choosing tulips to force, I always order the “early spring blooming” varieties in the catalog
because they require less cooling time. John Scheepers will often suggest “good forcers” when
describing the different bulbs they offer. Each year I order some old favorites and a couple of new
ones to try. Over the years, I have had good results with Tulips – Foxtrot, Montreux and New
Design; and Narcissus (Daffodils) – Miniature Narcissus – Minnow and Tete aTete, Standard
Narcissus – Flower Record, Falconet, Ice King and Yellow Cheerfulness, and Muscari and
Hyacinths – almost all varieties are easy to force
BULB FORCING DIRECTIONS
1. Soak Tulips and Hyacinths in a fungicide for five minutes and dry before planting. Narcissus and Muscari do not need this
treatment.
2. Soil – good potting soil mixed with perlite to make the soil light and mix in a bit of charcoal (which can be bought at a pet store)
to prevent mold.
3. Bulb Pots are shallow and 8” to 10” wide – your garden center can direct you to the right ones.
4. Soak all bulb pots before planting.
Planting
• 8 to 10 hyacinths or daffodils per 8”pot
• 12 to 15 tulips per 8” pot – always plant with flat edge of the tulip facing the edge of
the pot, so the outer leaves of the tulips fold out over the rim of the pot.
• Muscari are tiny bulbs, so plant as many as you wish in much smaller pots.
• All the bulbs will be crowded and you can even put some on top of the others as long
as the top part of the lower bulbs pokes up between the top ones.
Cooling After planting the bulbs, water the pots well
and put them in styrofoam coolers surrounded with
newspaper. Place the coolers in a shed, garage or
basement, where they will be cool, but not freeze. Invert
another pot on top of each pot to keep out mice or cover
pots with wire mesh. This is only necessary with Tulips
and Hyacinths. Check the planted pots once per month
and if the pots are very dry, water a bit to dampen.
Blooming Once forcing time is over (see weeks of cold) bring the pots into a warm room, but keep them in the dark until the
bulbs start to sprout. Once green shoots appear, place the pots in the sun. I put three or four pruned apple tree sprouts along the
edge of each pot. I then tie raffia between them to form a support for the foliage.
After Care Remove the bulbs from their pots and plant them outside and add a bit of bone meal to the soil to fertilize them. Tulips
should be planted in a fenced in area, away from predators. Let the foliage die back and the bulbs should comeback up the following
year and naturalize after that, however the tulips will only last a year or two if you are lucky.
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Fishers island Bulletin Board
Health insurance seminars
Join Rick Bagnall from Gowrie Group at the Community Center to learn more about your
options for health insurance. Tuesday, November 15th - 12:30 Medicare; 1:30 Individual
Health Insurance; 2:30 Small Business Group Health; 3:30 General Health Insurance Q&A.
In each seminar, Rick will provide you with an overview of the available products and
options, along with helpful tips and information to help you make informed decisions. He
will answer questions at the end of each session. There will also be additional time for
questions in the Q&A Session at 3:30pm.This seminar is brought to you by ICB, the
Community Center, and Gowrie Group. rickb@gowrie.com, (860) 399.3634.

Island People’s Project Job Posting
IPP is accepting applications for a Morning Program Director for Summer 2017 and
beyond. Please go to www.islandpeoplesproject.com for more details.
	
  

Dinner	
  @	
  Island	
  Café	
  
November	
  23	
  @	
  5:00	
  pm	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm	
  
	
  

FICC	
  6th	
  ANNUAL	
  TURKEY	
  TROT	
  
November	
  24	
  @	
  8:15	
  am	
  -‐	
  10:30	
  am	
  
Register	
  today!	
  
	
  

Island	
  Café:	
  Family	
  Style	
  Pancake	
  Breakfast	
  
November	
  24	
  @	
  9:00	
  am	
  -‐	
  11:00	
  am	
  
Thanksgiving	
  Morning!	
  
	
  
	
  

10th	
  Annual	
  Thanksgiving	
  Trail	
  Clearing	
  &	
  Oyster	
  Gathering	
  
November	
  25	
  @	
  2:00	
  pm	
  -‐	
  6:30	
  pm	
  
	
  

FICC	
  Hosts	
  Trivia	
  Night	
  

November	
  25	
  @	
  6:30	
  pm	
  -‐	
  9:00	
  pm	
  
	
  

Ferry	
  District	
  Public	
  Hearing:	
  Proposed	
  Amendments	
  to	
  Enabling	
  Act	
  
November	
  26	
  @	
  9:00	
  am	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am	
  
	
  

ICB	
  Meeting	
  

November	
  26	
  @	
  10:00	
  am	
  -‐	
  11:00	
  am	
  
	
  

Lighthouse	
  Works	
  Open	
  Studio	
  
November	
  26	
  @	
  11:00	
  am	
  -‐	
  2:00	
  pm	
  

Check out the Classifieds
Many job openings and items are listed on FishersIsland.net (in Classifieds at the top
right). Full-time, seasonal and part-time opportunities are listed from a wide variety of
companies and island organizations – for all ages. Please check them out and spread the
word!

for all upcoming Fi Events

Visit http://fishersisland.net/events/
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Library Book
Group
Thurs, Nov. 10, 7-9pm
The Underground Railway
by Colson Whitehead

November 2016

@ Union Chapel

Senior Luncheons
Join us for lunch this fall.
Everyone over 60 is invited!
Thursday, November 17
Thursday, December 15
Volunteer Cooks welcome!
Contact Heather Burnham

Election 2016

FI Community
Center’s
Island Café

November 8
General Election
6:00 am-9:00 pm
FI Community Center

Come on down for dinner.
Eat in or take-out.

Absentee ballot and registration
info at fishersisland.net

Look for weekly specials
this fall.

Soup Mixer
Creating soup mix gifts for
the Senior Lunch guests.
Sunday, November 13
At the Community Center

Fishers Island Fog Horn
P.O. Box 464, Fishers Island, NY 06390

Photo Credit: Marlin Zambo-Bloethe
Alex Williams Photo

If you have something you would like posted on FishersIsland.net or in the Fog Horn - a story idea, an event ‘save the date’,
have photos to share, suggestions or an interest in advertising, please contact Editor Jane Ahrens at (631) 788-7487 or
finyinfo@gmail.com. Contact Sarah Porter to place an event on the Community Calendar at www.fishersisland.net/events/
at (631) 788-7683 or fishersislandevents@gmail.com.

Along Came a Spider
Safe within your eye of storm
no tangled web here to weave.
Where shade and lichen have drawn the line
Here, morning’s ray can’t deceive;
October’s feel is more August real.
So deep within the pitch of dark and pines
Autumn’s Jay just can’t believe.
Photo and prose by Justine Kibbe

