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This report was compiled by the Island Community Board.
In the preparation of this Annual Report all island entities were solicited to provide
their information for inclusion herein. All information presented in this report is done
so at the pleasure of the responding entities.
The Fishers Island Community Board (ICB) was formed in 2005, following in the
footsteps of years of work by the Fishers Island Civic Association. ICB is composed
of representatives from each of the Tax Districts, six elected members (three
seasonal and three year-round residents), and a representative from the Island
Health Project, Walsh Park, FIDCO and the Utility Company. ICB serves in a
coordinating role, keeping the island stakeholders apprised of what is happening in
the community and hosts island-wide strategic discussions.
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Dear Fishers Island Community.
Happy Thanksgiving!
The ICB continues to meet every month, providing an active, engaged forum for community
discussion around issues that effect Fishers Island. Including elected and appointed
representatives from all primary Island entities, the ICB harvests input on key topics and
provides the Town of Southold with the island’s priorities.
Last summer, through the help of the Brinkerhoff Foundation, the ICB commissioned a tax
study. The objective of the study was to compare the amount of taxes paid by Fishers Island
residents to the Town of Southold, with the services received by Fishers Island from the
Town. The study also analyzed the amount of real estate transfer taxes paid to the Peconic
Community Preservation Fund compared to the Fund’s preservation activities on the
island. The analysis illustrated a demonstrable delta in the services and support the island
receives, compared to what it sends off the island.
With the results of this important study in hand, the ICB provided the Town with list of the
island’s priorities, on which the island seeks the Town’s support. First, the ICB presented a
petition to Southold signed by over 500 individuals imploring Southold to repair our
crumbling sidewalks and roads. Scott Russell acknowledged that need, and announced at
the July ICB meeting that he was submitting to his budget $250,000 each year for the next
six years, to address these infrastructure needs. Supervisor Russell also reported that
Senator Scott LaValle committed an additional $100,000 for road repair in the upcoming
year - the island will begin to see these improvements in 2018.
Another major development for Fishers Island was the commitment by Supervisor Russell
in the Town’s 2018 budget to establish and fund a new part-time Island Administrator
position, based on Fishers Island. The new Island Administrator will work with Louisa
Evans and the ICB to compile, track, and promote Island interests with the Town. This is

wonderful news for the island, as this dedicated position can only serve to highlight the
island’s needs among various town entities.
These 2017 developments are great examples of how the ICB fulfills its primary purpose.
That purpose being to facilitate and prioritize community dialog so that Southold is
presented with a coherent and thoughtful snapshot of our Island needs, rather than coming
from a bunch of individuals. This has been met with open arms by the Town of Southold.
Going forward, the ICB asks all Fishers Islanders and island entities to participate ever
more actively in the ICB’s process. Here’s how:
•

Participate in ICB activities! It all starts with you!
o Please attend Monthly ICB meetings, which are open to all attendees, and
island entities have been actively presenting their critical activities to the
community.
o Please join the ICB and vote in our elections each August!

•

Let us know what you think!
o ICB meeting minutes and agendas are posted on www.fishersisland.net for
community review. Please alert ICB members to any island issues that
should be discussed in the community wide forum.

•

Please donate annually to the ICB!
o The ICB operates on a tiny budget, which supports the dissemination of
information, preparation of Annual Reports, and paying for administrative
services. The ICB asks you to consider a minimum voluntary donation of
$25.00 for your membership. Additional funds are welcome and encouraged.

The Fishers Island community is very special to all of us. The ICB intends to work together
with the entire community to promote island interests and activities, and to receive
support from the Town of Southold.
Thank you for your civic mindedness and participation.

Tom O’Neil
President, Island Community Board

Fishers Island Community Center
TheFishers Island Community Center is a non-profit
organization formed in 2006 to provide cultural,
educational, athletic, and social activities
throughout the year for the benefit of all Fishers
Island residents. Our programming and outreach
efforts enrich the island life for all ages, foster a
sense of community and encourage the retention and
growth of the year-round population.

On the web: http://www.ficommunitycenter.org
Operating Budget: $350,000
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

PO Box 464
Fishers Island, NY 06390

66 Hound Lane
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Sarah Porter
fishersislandevents@gmail.com
631-788-7683

Luke Fowler
ploughboy@gmail.com

Staff:
Sarah Porter
Director of Operations
& Community Calendar Manager

Board of Directors:
Jane Ahrens
Mark Borden
Peter Crisp
Gail Cypherd
Luke Fowler, President
Karen Goodwin
Sarah Goulard
John Harris
Sara McLean
Bob Meyer,
Harris Parsons, Jr.
Tom Patterson
Scott Reid
Chriffo Sanger
John Spofford
Ann von Stade

Kathleen Neiman
Manager of Finance & Administration
Stacey McCarthy
Facilities
Jasmine McCarthy
Bowling Attendant

With the arrival of Liz Burnham’s daughter Ellie earlier this year and her subsequent departure to tend to her
growing family, the Community Center was pleased to welcome Kathleen Neiman as Manager of Finance and
Administration. A new year-round resident, Kathleen is married to Ed Neiman, the new Executive Chef at the
Big Club. Also Sarah Porter, long-time member of the Community Center team, became Director of Operations
responsible for membership, programing, and facility maintenance.
Continuing our internship program this summer, we were fortunate to have two capable interns, Jack Harvey
and Penelope Benkard, who assisted the Community Center with a number of new programs and activities, and
strengthened others including:








Massage Therapy
Cartooning classes
Bowling Leagues

Mah Jongg workshops
Painting classes
Contract Bridge

The Community Center looks forward to this years’ Turkey Trot. This winter we plan to join
with the Library as we continue to work on enhancing our existing programming and develop
more activities throughout the year in three areas:
Arts & Culture

Health & Fitness

Continuing Education

Holiday Crafting

Fitness Clubs

Bridge & Mah Jongg

Paint & Sip Nights

Ballet & Dance

Conferences & Lectures

Senior Lunch Crafts

Yoga

Guest Speakers &
Entertainers

Plans are underway for some upgrades to our facilities to meet the changing needs of the Center
and our programs including the upgrading and enhancement of our fitness equipment
We appreciate all those who share their time and talents to create quality programing and are
delighted our membership continues to grow.
The generosity of our members and donors allows us to maintain this important Island asset and
fulfill our mission to enrich Island life for all ages throughout the year.
Thank you for your continued support of the Fishers Island Community Center and visit us at
http://ficommunitycenter.org

Fishers Island Conservancy
The Fishers Island Conservancy is a nonprofit
organization that partners with Fishers Island
businesses, non-profit organizations and the
government to preserve, enrich and enhance the
natural resources of Fishers Island and it’s
surrounding waters.
On the web: www.fishersislandconservancy.org
Operating Budget: $229,000
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 553
Fishers Island, NY 06390
Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Kristen Peterson
kmpfic@gmail.com
(631)788-5609

Tom Sargent

Staff:
Kristen Peterson
Justine Kibbe
Anne Worsencroft
Dave McIntyre
Alex Williams

Board of Directors:
Tom Sargent- President
Jane Harvey – Vice-President
Ben Strong- Treasurer
Laurie Marshall - Secretary
Ace Ahrens
Don Beck
Geb Cook
Dianne Crary
Chippy DuPont
Joe Henderson
Ann Flinn
Marje Helfet
Ted McGraw
Betty Ann Rubinow
Tom Siebens
Christabel Vartanian

It is hard to believe that another summer has come to a close. As the days get shorter and the crickets lose
their cadence to the cold, we have time to contemplate the season’s past. The Fishers Island Conservancy has
indeed had another great year and is poised to continue its mission to rigorously defend and enhance Fisher
Island’s sensitive and precious environment.
In our seventh year of our grassland restoration project at the Parade Grounds Sanctuary, Elizabeth Field and
The Race, we can claim victory in our battle against non-native plant species that have plagued the site for
decades. While there are still some spots that need attention and vigilance is paramount, the Sanctuary has
become a model for habitat restoration projects island wide and beyond. This past May and June, the
Conservancy sponsored three undergraduates from the University of Delaware to spot remove imbedded
invasive plants within the Sanctuary. This project was highly successful and we hope to continue island wide
with interested private property owners in the future. We can win the war on invasive species, and build back
the health of our birds, bees, moths and bugs, among others, one property at a time. Please stay tuned as we
continue to shape this program. The Sanctuary now consists of approximately 175 acres open to the public
through many level mowed paths. Come down and watch the monarchs dance and the Northern Harriers float
just feet above the ground in search of prey. It is worth it. Trust me.
On a similar note, the Demonstration Garden, next to the theater, has matured and now has signage
identifying the native plants, shrubs and trees that are beneficial to birds and insects. In fact, during our
annual bird count, the Demonstration Garden racked up the highest number of species sighted. It is a
wonderful example of native birds attracted to the native bugs that live on native plants. In addition, we have
landscaped the State Police Barracks in line with the Demonstration Garden and all plants and trees are
labeled as well. Please stop by and sit on our new benches in the shade. The garden is a beautiful place for
contemplation or just a little bit of quiet.
Fishers Island Conservancy Naturalist Justine Kibbe has been busy with her work in the collection of data,
ranging from Piping Plover nest monitoring to working with the Fishers Island School on the importance of
stewardship and citizen science. Along with the University of Delaware’s Adam Mitchell, Justine is a key player
in the Conservancy’s environmental watch efforts and we are lucky to have her.
This year, the Conservancy brought back “Nature Days” -with the hard work of Director Kristen Peterson. Talks
ranging from Professor Tallamy on the fight against invasive species to discussions with our Water Co about
the future, to the importance of protecting our precious Eel Grass beds were held over a five day period at
multiple locations. Programs and films helped islanders of all ages learn about the stresses on our
environment and the ongoing battle to save our oceans and fragile ecosphere. Nature Days was a huge
success and will be back next summer with more enlightening and educational topics.
Cheers Tom.

Fishers Island Development Corporation
The Fishers Island Development Corporation (FIDCO) was incorporated in New York in 1960 as the successor
to a series of companies formed to develop the area of Fishers Island east of the gate house on the main road.
The first of these companies, created by Henry and Alfred Ferguson in 1924, commissioned the Olmsted
brothers to lay out the development plan of the East End (also known as the Park), hired Seth Raynor to
design the Fishers Island Club golf course and built a large clubhouse, which was demolished in 1963 and
replaced by a smaller structure. About 35 private residences were built in the Park prior to 1933, when the
Great Depression halted development. Owners of the existing summer houses then formed Fishers Island
Estates, Inc., which acquired the assets of the East End. In 1958, a private group of summer residents
organized Race Point Corporation to acquire most of the former Fort Wright, some of which it subsequently
resold. In 1960, Race Point Corporation bought Fishers Island Estates, reincorporated as FIDCO. FIDCO is
governed by a board of directors elected by the shareholders, has a general manager and several employees.

On the web: http://www.fidco.us
Operating Budget: $ Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:
PO Box 604
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Office Address:
161 Oriental Ave
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact
Chris Finan
fidco@fishersisland.net
(631) 788-7251

Board Contact
Chris Finan
fidco@fishersisland.net

Staff

Board of Directors
Executive Officers

Anne F. Cutler

Operations
FIDCO had a busy year in 2017. The traffic related to the FI Club construction project as well as the
implementation of the new license plate recognition system kept the Gate Staff quite busy. Heading
into late 2017 and early 2018, we are working on deploying the new on-line registration and payment
process for East End gate passes and we expect to have the next phase ready for the Spring of 2018.
As part of that on-line implementation, we also will be adding the capability for East End property
owners to pay their annual assessments through our website www.fidco.us. We recently have hired
an additional person, Courtney Allan, to work with Aaron Rice in maintaining the East End roads as
well as providing security and promoting safety throughout the Park. Finally, we will be installing
additional guard rails and providing enhanced markings and signage to clearly establish “No Parking”
zones near the Isabella Beach access in order to provide unimpeded passage for emergency vehicles.
The parking restrictions will be enforced, and penalties will be similar to those for excessive speed or
other violations on FIDCO’s roads.
FIDCO owns undeveloped acreage in the Park as well as several houses and buildings in the Park and
the Fort Wright areas which are leased to various tenants. For example, the Fishers Island Community
Center is housed in a former Fort Wright building now owned by FIDCO and leased to the Community
Center at a nominal fee. FIDCO has maintained a moratorium on the sale of FIDCO-owned Park land
since 1982 although it has worked with property owners and the Ferguson Museum to exchange or
donate lots in order to discourage or avoid construction in environmentally sensitive areas. Pursuant
to building restrictions imposed by the Town of Southold and the terms of the deeds entered into
between FIDCO, a grantor, and individual property owners, the Architectural Review Committee of
the Corporation oversees, and to an extent controls, the location, design and landscaping of privately
owned dwellings in order to maintain the park like environment of the East End.
FIDCO owns the land used by the Fishers Island Club, the Fishers Island Yacht Club, and the
Sportsman’s Club and leases such land to the clubs for their seasonal use. FIDCO also leases land to
the Fishers Island Oyster Farms. In addition, FIDCO owns 60% of the Fishers Island Water Works
and 49% each of the Fishers Island Telephone Company and the Fishers Island Electric Company.
Safety
Safety continues to be FIDCO’s most important priority. Over the last several years, there has been a
concerted effort to create a safer environment on the Island. The Recreational Path, speed bumps at
the Gate and the Club, and improved signage have made a big difference. Nevertheless, we continue
to have periodic accidents, which often involve speeding or driving under the influence of alcohol.
FIDCO will continue to promote safety in our messaging to the Island community and will experiment
with other techniques to enhance safety. Everyone should support these efforts and lead by example.
Please slow down, drive responsibly and encourage your friends, relatives and neighbors to do the
same.

Fishers Island Ferry District
The primary mission of the Fishers Island Ferry District ("Ferry District") is
to provide safe, reliable, courteous, professional, convenient and cost
effective public marine transportation services from Fishers Island, New
York to the Connecticut mainland year around, consistent with its mandate
set forth in the Enabling Act.
The secondary mission of the Ferry District is to manage certain real
property owned by the Town of Southold and located on Fishers Island
(including Elizabeth Field and contiguous lands and improvements),
consistent with its mandate as set forth in the Enabling Act.
At all times, the Ferry District seeks to balance the need for profitable
operations with compelling needs and priorities of the island community;
and operate at the highest operational, professional and ethical standards
with all constituencies.

On the web: www.fiferry.com
Operating Budget: $3,900,000
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 607
Fishers Island, NY 06390

261 Trumbull Drive
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Geb Cook
gcook@fiferry.com
631.788.7463

Andrew Ahrens
andrew.ahrens1@gmail.com

Staff:
Geb Cook, District Manager
gcook@fiferry.com
RJ Burns, Marine Operations Manager
rburns@fiferry.co
Gordon Murphy, Business Manager
gmurphy@fiferry.com
Diane Hansen, Accounting Supervisor
dhansen@fiferry.com
Jon Haney, Marine Operations Supervisor
jhaney@fiferry.com
Polly Ford, Senior Freight Agent
pford@fiferry.com

Board of Commissioners
Peter Rugg , 2018
Andrew R. Ahrens, Chairman, 2019
William R. Bloethe, 2020
Heather F. Burnham, 2021
Dianna Shillo, 2022

Fishers Island Ferry District
267 Trumbull Drive
Fishers Island, NY 06390

2017 Accomplishments:
 Hired a District Manager
 Continued focus towards on time performance and customer service.
 Facelift to Fishers Island Ferry Terminal including new artwork, exterior paint
and plantings
 Upgraded Internet access at New London Terminal with goal of bringing new
technology to ticketing process.
 Initiated Hovercraft Passenger Service.
 Replaced aging piling clusters (Dolphins) at Fishers Island
 Community Outreach: Ferry safety w/ FI School children; internships with
Sea Legs, Coastal Connection and Grasso Tech; Safety drills involving First
Responders.
 Initiated replacement of engines on Munnatawket
 Cleaned up various ferry managed properties including removal of 50 cy of
debris, 48 vehicle tires, 16 empty propane bottles and drummed waste.
 Replaced and upgraded lighting and signage at Elizabeth Field with
assistance from a FEMA grant.
 Created new office space at New London Terminal.
 Grant received for New London Terminal exterior Lighting.
 Reviewing other district managed building improvement and lease options.
 Working with town and state to amend Enabling Act.
 Returned to two way ticketing after 10 year absence.
 New logo.

Fishers Island Library
The Fishers Island Library's mission is to encourage
a love of reading, storytelling and learning by
providing free year-round access to its collection,
programs and technology in a traditional, friendly
and charming setting for islanders of all ages.
On the web: www.filibrary.org
Operating Budget: $140,000
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 366
Fishers Island, NY 06390

988 Oriental Avenue
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Ann Banks, Librarian
akbanks3@yahoo.com
631-788-7362

Jon Britt
jbritt@comcast.net

Staff:
Ann Banks, Librarian
Amy Harris, Program Director

Board of Directors:
Sheila Kennedy, President
Gordon Murphy, Executive Committee
Allison Sargent, Executive Committee
Willard Soper, Executive Committee
Ace Ahrens
E.B. Bartels
Anne Borland
Jon Britt, President-Elect
Jamie DuPont Collingham
Karen Goodwin
Susan Jeffries
Courtney MacDonald
Kate Reid
Fran Roethgen
Sarah Rose
Win Rutherfurd
Robin Toldo

Fishers Island Library

During 2017, thanks to the community’s tremendous generosity, we have enhanced our patrons’ experience by:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Renovating our front room, transforming it into a bright, welcoming and functional space;
Improving our technology with a faster internet connection and new computers, enabling out patrons to
take better advantage of the web’s vast resources;
Providing health insurance to our employees;
Upgrading our air conditioning, making the entire library a more comfortable space to visit or work in;
Introducing Live-brary, a free online service that provides patrons access to thousands of e-books,
magazines, courses and videos;
Providing noteworthy summer programs for hundreds of patrons of all ages, from award-winning
storytellers, such as Len Cabral and Bill Harley, to writers such as Mary Mann and Sylvia Brown;
Providing year-round programs, including monthly visits by Fishers Island School classes, Ladies Crafts
meetings, book discussion groups and Bingo nights; and
Expanding our evening hours during the school year, giving students a quiet place for homework and
high speed computer access.

Combining our traditional role with these significant improvements has strengthened our library and
brought it firmly into the 21st century. With the continued support of the Fishers Island community we will be
able to carry out our mission of providing a welcoming and free gathering place that supports our curious,
openminded patrons who use our historic building as a place for learning, education and fun.

Fishers Island Recreational Path Foundation
The Fishers Island Recreational Path was constructed
to provide a safe recreational outlet for cyclists and
pedestrians on Fishers Island.
Operating Budget: $30,000
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 619
Fishers Island, NY 06390

1177 Old Mallory Rd.
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Yaritza Gello
gellogg@gmail.com
631-788-7043

John F. McGillian
jmcgillian@sympartners.com

Staff:
Yaritza Gello
Office Management

Board of Directors:
John F. McGillian, President
Richard Miller, Vice-President
Dixon Harvey, Treasurer
Paul Vartanian
Kevin Coleman
Bill Rigdway
John Blondel
Carter Sednaoui
Phillip Weymouth
Joe Brock
Bruce Hubert
Tom Patterson

Courtney Allan
Maintenance Manager

FISHERS ISLAND RECREATIONAL PATH FOUNDATION
The Fishers Island Recreational Path was constructed to
provide a safe recreational outlet for cyclists and pedestrians
on Fishers Island.
In July and August over 1000 cyclists and 500 pedestrians
passed by the gate house to use the Path, and over 1000 free
bike stickers were distributed.
In the past few years, the Path Foundation (FIRPF) has
dedicated its efforts to extend the Path along the Navy yard
fence to the fourth tee of Hay Harbor. The FIRPF is now
collaborating with the ICB to encourage Southold to make the
extension of the Path a community priority. The project
entails negotiations with the Navy, Department of Interior,
and the Town of Southold. The construction date is still
unknown though all government entities are on board.
Extensive planting of non-invasive plants and wildflowers
partially supported by the Fishers Island Conservancy
continues.

The Fishers Island Recreational Path Foundation is a 501 c3 organization.
US tax ID 11-3588899.
All donations are tax deductible

Fishers Island School
To enable students to function effectively as
independent individuals in a democratic society by
educating them to develop ethical and cultural
values, stimulating a continual learning process and
cultivating an understanding and appreciation of the
rights and responsibilities of American citizens.

On the web: http://www.fischool.com
Operating Budget: $3,650,419
Fiscal Year Ends: June
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 600
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Fishers Island School
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Christian Arsenault
c.arsenault@fischool.com
(631) 788-7444

Jamie Doucette
j.doucette@fischool.com

Staff:
Karen Loiselle Goodwin, Superintendent

Board of Directors:
Jamie Doucette, President
William Bloethe, Vice-President
Linda Mrowka
Tom Shillo
Robin Toldo
Caroline Toldo, Student Liaison

Christian Arsenault, Principal
James Eagan, Business Manager
Aly Horn, Administrative Assistant
Carol Doherty, School Secretary
Julie Arcelus, Guidance Counselor
15 Teachers - Pre-K to 12
and 4 Support Staff

Professional Development
Our program of NY Common Core combined with our implementation of the Schoolwide Enrichment Program
combine to afford students a world-class global education that not only prepares them for college, but the
ever-changing workplace as well.
Quality of Instruction and Leadership
Fifteen highly qualified teachers offer a comprehensive Pre-K to 12 curricula with a variety of electives in the
arts, technology and computer skills. Combined with an experienced administrative team and the support of
the Board of Education, the needs of the Fishers Island students are conscientiously met. 100%of our students
graduate and have been accepted at their chosen colleges and/or military institutions. We are deemed a
“School in Good Standing” with New York State Education Department.
Students are immersed in leadership opportunities and experiences through class activities, extracurricular
sports and clubs, HOBY Leadership, community service, presentations and participating in Student Council,
Connecticut State Science Fair, and yearly research presentations.
Climate for Learning
Respect, responsibility and resiliency are the keys to a positive learning environment. We support established
behavior guidelines and encourage students to pursue excellence in their coursework and social interactions.
Engaging rapport with adults and increased confidence, awareness and monitoring are products directly
related to the learning climate.
College Credit Opportunities
Through partnerships with UCONN and SCCC, students can earn up to 27 college credits. Courses include Intro
to Oceanography, Intro to American Studies, Modern Western Traditions, Intermediate Spanish Composition,
Spanish Conversation, Drawing, Accounting, and Music Theory I & II.
School-Wide Enrichment
Consistent with our core value that “all students possess gifts and talents”, we embrace and implement the
widely acclaimed school-wide enrichment model. We offer students the opportunity to take (and lead)
Enrichment Clusters to learn more about areas of interest outside of the curricula. Guest speakers that include
artists, writers, and naturalists visit our school to present Viking Voyages.

Fishers Island Union Chapel
To serve the Lord through Christian
ministry by being an inclusive, constant
spiritual home for our Island's shifting
scene of seasons and pilgrims.
"Whoever you are, wherever you are on
life's journey, you are welcome here."

On the web: www.fiunionchapel.org
Operating Budget: Not Available
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 192
Fishers Island, NY 06390

821 Crescent Avenue
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Diane Dexter
fichapel1@gmail.com
6317887898

Louisa Evans
lpevans06390@gmail.com

Staff:
Rev. Candace Whitman, Pastor
candy@fiunionchapel.org

Board of Directors:
Susie Renna, Moderator

Diane Dexter, Administrative Assistant
Mitchell Kucsera, Audio Technician

Louisa Evans, Trustee Chair
David Burnham, Treasurer
Susie Brinckerhoff
Anita Fritze
Harry Hurlburt
Geordie Loveday
Sarah Porter
Sarah Malinowski, Clerk

Fishers Island Union Chapel
United Church of Christ
We are a year-round congregation providing Christian worship, education, outreach, and other
programs for our congregation and community. All are welcome at our worship services at 10 am in the
heart of Fishers Island.

Highlights of 2017
Wild for Wildflowers! Our annual Spring Fair fundraiser was also a fun-raiser with lunch, a bake sale,
crafts, a raffle, and an array of wildflower
seedlings grown with the help of our church
school!

SOLE HOPE: Church school meets Wednesday
after school. Our older children are engaged in
service projects, such as helping make shoes for
children in Uganda.
The beauty of nature provides a wonderful setting
for worship, and Beach Church again attracted a
steady congregation for an early service on Dock
Beach this summer.

The church’s Open
Book Group read
books on other
religions, social
issues, and moral
leadership. All are
welcome at our
discussions!

At 50 years old,
our lovely
building
required some
maintenance,
such as new
windows in our
sanctuary!
Union Chapel once again collaborted with other
island churches to maintain the Islanders for
Islanders Fund, which supports our year-round
community with expenses
for food, fuel, and other
needs.

We thank our
friends for their
strong support of Union
Chapel this past year.

The Fishers Island Utility Company
To Provide Management, staffing and administrative
services to the Fishers Island Electric, Telephone and
Water Companies and to the Fishers Island
Development Corporation (FIDCO).

On the web: www.fiuc.net

Office Address:

Operating Budget: $ -

161 Oriental Ave
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Fiscal Year Ends: Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 604
Fishers Island, NY 06390
Staff Contact:
Chris Finan
fiuc@fishersisland.net
6317887251
Staff:
Superintendents:
Jay Cushing, Electric
Bryan Marteeny, Telephone
Chad Mrowka, Water
Office Staff
Patty Faulkner
Mary Horn
John Klimczak
Cheryl Wheeler

Board of Directors:
Michael Laughlin, Chairman
Stephen Cook
Tom duPont
Geddes Parsons

Chiffro Sanger
Tom Siebens
John Spofford

Fishers Island Electric Corporation
Michael Laughlin, Chairman
Ed Carpenter
George Conant
Tom Siebens
John Spofford
Fishers Island Telephone Corporation
Michael Laughlin, Chairman
Ed Carpenter
George Conant
Tom Siebens
John Spofford
Fishers Island Water Works Corporation
Ed Carpenter, Chairman
George Conant
Michael Laughlin
Tom Siebens
Bob Warden

Summarized below are 2017 highlights and 2018 priorities for the telephone, water and electric utilities.

Fishers Island Telephone Corporation –
In late August, FITC successfully enabled caller I.D. for the first time on Fishers Island. FITC also
improved the telephone network reliability by replacing an outdated DC power plant for the telephone
switch, adding a session boarder controller that will enable us to use voice over IP as a backup for our
911 calls to Southold and updating wiring in the distribution system. These improvements mean a more
robust and reliable network for the Island. Hoping to expand its state of the art, FITC applied for a NY
State broadband grant. Successful applicants will be notified by the end of 2017. If successful, FITC
expects to add improvements to the system during 2018.

Fishers Island Water Works Corporation –
Sources of fresh water continue to be a major focus for FIWWC. Following great progress increasing the
yields from its two producing wells in late 2016, FIWWC is undertaking more work to ensure it can meet
peak summer demand for years to come. One such effort involves rehabilitating the Church Well, which
shows significant potential yields. Approval is required from the NY Department of Environmental
Conservation, which likely will require upgraded filtration to meet increasing quality standards. FIWWC
has also made significant progress in modernizing the surface water treatment plant at Barlow Pond.
The company continues to work on a comprehensive plan to modernize and improve its stewardship of
the Island’s aging water infrastructure. These initiatives will require capital investment, which is why
FIWWC has applied for increases in water rates, although these will remain below rates in comparable
island communities.

Fishers Island Electric Corporation –
FIEC’s multi-year focus on system hardening is paying off. Most of this work has focused on protecting
the system from high winds. Replacing electric poles, trimming trees near power and phone lines and
updating equipment that has reached its end-of-life have had a positive impact during severe storms
over the past few years. For example, in late October 2017, as hurricane force winds left 700,000 homes
without power for several days across New England, including many of our neighbors along the
Connecticut coast, FIEC had power back on Island-wide within a few hours.

Fishers Island Utility Company Inc. -As a result of the housing shortage for our 24/7 utility support personnel, housing remains the top issue
for FIUC. The company’s ability to attract and retain qualified operations personnel is being hampered
by the inability to secure housing for them on-island. Since May 2017, in an effort to tackle this
problem, a housing working group of FIUC and FIDCO representatives has been looking at a wide variety
of ideas for creating more utility employee housing. One promising initiative FIUC is working on with the
Town Board would allow re-zoning of a limited number of lots owned by the utility companies to allow
construction of cost-effective multi-family dwellings. The ability to offer both year round employment
and affordable housing will address an urgent practical need as well as help attract new families to the
island community.

FishersIsland.net/Fog Horn
To serve as the communication resource for the
Fishers Island community and others, on and off the
Island, through the FishersIsland.net website,
accompanying monthly Fog Horn eNewsletter and
various social media outlets. This is accomplished by
staying in tune with community happenings,
continual outreach, and accessibility.

On the web: http://fishersisland.net
Operating Budget: $60,000
Fiscal Year Ends: January
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 464
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Fishers Island Community Center
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Jane Ahrens
finyinfo@gmail.com
(631) 788-7487

Luke Fowler
ploughboy@gmail.com

Staff:
Jane Ahrens, Editor

Community Advisors:

Sarah Porter
Community Calendar Administrator

Luke Fowler
Elizabeth Reid
John Spofford
Heather Burnham
Sarah Goulard
Nate Malinowski
Karen Goodwin
Pierce Rafferty

ICB Annual Report – FishersIsland.net/Fog Horn
Dear Fishers Island Community,

November 2017

The FishersIsland.net website and accompanying monthly Fog Horn eNewsletter serve as the communication
resources for the Fishers Island community.
The website’s redesign in January 2014 incorporated new features, improved organization and advertising space.
The monthly Fog Horn e-newsletter is produced through the website, and sent to all free of charge.
This Island communications effort is run on a shoestring supported solely by donations, grant gifts and a small
group of advertisers. Expenses include the editor’s time, back-up support from InDesign, website and email
hosting company fees and printed Fog Horn related expenses.
2016-2017 12-Month Activity:
The website experienced over 290,000 views 10/31/16-11/1/17. “Users” numbered 76,919 (most users/readers
access Internet using 2 devises - based on the analytic report this would average out to 3, 200+ visitors/month).
Visitors have accessed:
1562 Posts – news, stories, obits, births, weddings, classifieds, photo gallery, videos (+1013 since 2016 report)
157 Listings in the Directory – Island businesses, organizations and advertisers
(+ 11 since 2016 report)
5769 Edited photos in the Media Library
(+3915 since 2016 report)
6625 Events on the Community Calendar
(+1168 since 2016 report)
Inquiries coming via Contact Us number over 175 by email, plus those that call... Our Favorite questions are still:
“Is there a bridge?” “What is the cab company’s name?” “Do you have Uber?” and, “Please send a list of hotels.”
“What a fine website and such fine photos too! You really have captured the character of Fishers Island. As a
first time visitor it was nice to learn so much before I arrived. I'm impressed with the local hospitality. What a
nice place! And everyone is very friendly, specially the locals at the Pequot in the Power Corner.” Rec. 9/17
People from all 50 states check in every month (except SD missed 4). Top 10 states were NY, CT, MA, FL, CA,
NJ, RI, VA, PA, and TX. Those in every country (not Cuba, N. Korea, or several African nations) have visited
with the top being USA 96% and UK, Canada, Germany, India, Russia, France, Spain, Brazil, Australia, and Italy.
Fog Horn enewsletter: 2190 Current subscribers. 64 Fog Horn issues have been sent since 2014
FishersIsland.NY Facebook Page: 1740 Likes/followers.
CALLS TO ACTION FOR 2018:
If you have not yet subscribed to the eFog Horn, you may do so by visiting fishersisland.net, scroll down to the
footer and complete the information to submit your request.
Access FishersIsland.net on you phone. Just pull up the website and add it to your phone’s home screen.
Share your photos: Email finyinfo@gmail.com and add them to Instagram #fishersisland and #fishersislandny
To make a tax-deductible donation, please send a check made to the FICC with FishersIsland.net in the Memo
and mail to FishersIsland.net, PO Box 464, Fishers Island, NY 06390, or call (631) 788-7683 to make a donation
by credit card to FishersIsland.net.
Advertising: Join the effort and take the opportunity to share your business, expertise and products. Classified
ads are available at reasonable rates for job postings, household items for sale, etc.
“FishersIsland.net must continue. A centralized information source has been repeatedly identified as a vital piece
for the sustainability of the island. As you plan your annual giving support of the Island’s resources and nonprofits, please put FishersIsland.net at or near the top of your list.” ~ ICB President Tom O’Neil
If you would like additional information, please contact the Editor Jane Ahrens at finyinfo@gmail.com.

Friends of Fishers Island Theater, Inc.
The mission of the Friends of Fishers Island Theater
(FFIT) is to facilitate the renovation, preservation
and management of the historic Fishers Island
Theatre as a community venue for performances and
activities that entertain, educate and culturally
enrich our community.
On the web: www.fitheater.org
Operating Budget: $50,000
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 472
Fishers Island, NY 06390

169 Kelley Rd
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Luke Fowler
ploughboy@gmail.com
8607059064

Luke Fowler
ploughboy@gmail.com

Staff:

Board of Directors:
Ann Anthony
Meg Atkin
Matt Burr
Susan Crary
Michael DuPont
Karl Erikkson
Luke Fowler
Lowri Foyle
Jess Hall
Gordon Murphy
Anne Redd
Staley Sednaoui

Friends of Fishers Island Theater (FFIT)
For the last 85 years, the Fishers Island Theater has played an important role in Island life.
Whether it was entertaining soldiers in a brand new theater in 1932, being terrified seeing
Hitchcock’s “Rear Window” or the “Birds” in the 1960s, or even worse Benchley’s “Jaws” in
the 1980s, hooting and hollering when the film would break and the screen would go blank,
attending Nature Days, a Fishers Island School Graduation or seeing the fabulous
Whiffenpoofs with Stow Phelps, or going to an outdoor concert during the wistful, cool
summer of 2014 when the Theater building was closed, The Fishers Island Theater has
entertained, educated and made the days of our youth magical. In return the Theater asks
little in return but to be used and maintained well.
Why FFIT? As we all know, buildings take a beating on Fishers Island, and the theater is no
exception. With a valiant update and facelift spearheaded by Jeanne Calhoun in the 1990s,
the Theater was holding it’s own but without proper maintenance had fallen on hard times.
Recognizing the need to have a community based group come to the rescue of the Theater,
FFIT was formed with the mission of facilitating the renovation, preservation and
management of the historic Fishers Island Theater as a community venue for performances
and activities that entertain, educate and culturally enrich our community.
FFIT’s goal is to raise the necessary funds to renovate the Theater but most importantly to
make it sustainable and self sufficient by developing programing and a management &
maintenance strategy that supports the Theater on an on going basis. Our objective is to
take our historic theater, clunky and a little decrepit as it is, and turn it in to an island
treasure that will be used and enjoyed for years to come not just during the summer but
also during the shoulder seasons and for the occasional mid-winter movie, school play or
cabaret.
We hope you will join us in being a contributor to this worthy project. If you remember
going to the movies yourself, attended the Temptations concert or danced to Ben Cameron
two summers ago, you know what a great venue our Theater is and how important it is to
maintain it’s vital role in island life. In the words of Captain Lawrence of the USS
Chesapeake, “Don’t give up the Ship”. Help us save the Fishers Island Theater for
generations to come.
With thanks from all of us with FFIT!

Henry L. Ferguson Museum
The mission of the Henry L. Ferguson Museum is the
collection, preservation and exhibition of items of
Pre History, History and Natural History of Fishers
Island and, through its Land Trust, the preservation
in perpetuity of undeveloped property in its natural
state. It is organized for the education and
enjoyment of the Island’s community and visitors
and for the protection of habitat for the Island’s flora
and fauna.
On the web: www.fergusonmuseum.org
Operating Budget: $208,231
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 554
Fishers Island, NY 06390

11209 Equestrian Ave.
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Pierce Rafferty
fimuseum@fishersisland.net
6317887239

Elizabeth McCance
emccance@optonline.net

Staff:
Pierce Rafferty, Director
Mary Linda Strunk
Administrative assistant

Board of Directors:
Elizabeth McCance, President
Bagley Reid, Vice-President
Robert J. Miller, Vice President–Land Trust
Scott Reid, Treasurer
Harry L. Ferguson III, Secretary
Charles B. Ferguson, President Emeritus
Elizabeth H. Cook, Honorary Trustee
Jean Leuchtenburg, Honorary Trustee
Marnie F. Briggs
Barry R. Bryan
Cary Brown
Heather Burnham
Faith Coolidge
Jeffrey Edwards
Kenneth L. Edwards
Genie Trevor

Audrey N. Ludemann
Steve Malinowski
Terry McNamara
Wendy O’Neil
Thomas Parker
Megan Raymond
Barbara C. Riegel

The Henry L. Ferguson Museum
P.O. Box 554, Fishers Island, NY 06390
November 2017

During 2017, the Museum's Board, led by President Elizabeth McCance, remained
focused on its Land Trust properties. One major project was the clearing of invasives and the
planting of native species in the H. Lee Ferguson. Jr. Wildlife Sanctuary on Belle Hill Avenue
behind the Museum. Several Land Trust parcels along Clay Point Road also received
considerable attention. This work included the extensive clearing, reseeding and planting of the
parcel between the Bogert and Phillips properties.
Through the extraordinary generosity of a donor who wishes to remain anonymous, the
Museum recently acquired two parcels of undeveloped property with an area of roughly 6 acres
that provide a broad protected corridor from the 22+ acre "Chocomount Sanctuary" to Fishers
Island Sound. This acquisition also eliminates two potential building sites from development:
FIDCO lots 19-4 and 19-9A. The Land Trust intends to establish a marked crossing of the East
End Road from just beyond the Alsop (formerly Rafferty) house that will provide pedestrian
access from the Chocomount Trail on the south side of East End Road to a new extension on the
north side. The new parcels contain woodlands transitioning to brushlands that give way to
coastal grasslands that end in an exquisite small beach on Fishers Island Sound. The new trail
will be publicized when it is completed.
Throughout the year. Director Pierce Rafferty made a concerted effort to both increase
the frequency and better promote the Museum's adult educational lectures, children's programs
and nature walks. So far this year we have hosted 25 programs at the Museum attended by over
800 people and offered weekly nature walks during the summer ably led by board member Terry
McNamara. As part of our Penni Sharp Nature Walk series, forager Russ Cohen and naturalist
Maggie Jones took interested groups out into the field. In addition, the Museum sponsored
Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center "live animal" programs for children at the Fishers Island
School and IPP.
Looking to the future, the Museum is excited to report that the Jeanann Gray Dunlap
Foundation has agreed to fund a project that will make the Museum's collections more accessible
and interactive. While details of the scope have yet to be finalized, the work will include the
digitizing of major components of our collections, including deeds, blueprints, maps, engravings
and oversize images, as well as the creation of reconstituted "virtual" versions of past exhibits
and lectures. A key component of the project will be the establishment of display platforms
within the museum—kiosks and/or desktop screens—and, where appropriate, presentations on
our website, and via other formats such as podcasts.
The Museum's 2018 Annual Exhibition will be: "Photographers of Fishers Island, Part
Two: 1940s to the Present." This exhibit will feature work by both amateur and professional
photographers. Please check the Community Calendar or the Museum's website for upcoming
events. We look forward to seeing you at the Museum!

Telephone (631) 788-7239 • Fax (631) 788-5670 • fimuseum@fishersisland.net • www.fergusonmuseum.org

Island Helath Project
The mission of the Island Health Project is to raise
money to provide year round medical care to our
year round island residents, seasonal residents and
visitors.
On the web: www.islandhealthproject.com
Operating Budget: $498,500
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 344
Fishers Island, NY 06390

370 Central Avenue
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Dianna Shillo
dshillo@lmhosp.org
631-788-7244

Susie Parsons
susieparsons@me.com

Staff:
Dianna Shillo
Jamie Doucette
Kapri Thomas
Dee Ross

Board of Directors:
Susie Parsons, Pres.
Diane Baker, VP,
Ace Crary,
Kathy Dollar
Susie Ferguson
Wendy Henderson
Mary Horn
Sara McLean
Malcolm Miller
Richard Miller
Denny Ogden
Maisie Pollard
Carol Rossetto
Marc Rubenstein
BettyAnn Rubinow
Dianna Shillo
Robert Warden

ISLAND HEALTH PROJECT INC.
PO Box 344, Fishers Island, NY 06390
631-788-7244
The Island Health Project (IHP) continues to ensure that island residents and guests have access to
excellent health care on Fishers Island. Attracting a topnotch doctor to live year-round on a small
island is not easy. But IHP was lucky enough to engage board certified ER doctor, Christopher
Ingram, M.D. in 2011 and he is in the 2nd year of a new 3-year contract running through 2019.
Lawrence and Memorial Hospital recently merged with Yale New Haven Health and IHP is now
part of Northeast Medical Group. This new affiliation will allow us access to many more
physicians and specialists throughout the New England area.
The doctor’s office is humming with efficiency thanks to office manager Dianna Shillo, who is a
registered nurse. There were over 1200 office visits this year, through mid October. Because of Dr.
Ingram’s exceptional ER skills, many patients, who previously had required an emergency trip on
the Sea Stretcher, can now be treated in our doctor’s office.
Dr. Ingram is virtually on call whenever he is on Fishers Island. When he is not on island he is
always reachable by phone. He also accompanies some patients on the Sea Stretcher, depending
on the severity of the situation. Additionally, he is the primary care physician for about half of the
island’s year-round population.
Health care also extends beyond the walls of the doctor’s office. Ms. Shillo is contracted through
IHP to be the school nurse, and Dr. Ingram provides services to the school, which primarily include
screening for vision, hearing and scoliosis. As a service to our senior citizens, Dee Ross, also a
registered nurse who works at the doctor’s office, helps administer flu shots at the firs Senior
Luncheon each fall.
IHP could never make ends meet without financial support from the Fishers Island community.
We count on that support and look forward to a future of excellent and dependable health care for
both year-round and seasonal residents of Fishers Island.

IHP Patient Visits to the Doctor’s Office:
2015 = 986

2016 = 1005

2017 = 1241 (thru mid Oct)

Lighthouse Works
The Lighthouse Works is a 501(c)3
nonprofit arts organization devoted to
encouraging the development of artists
through a fellowship program and to the
enrichment of the year-round cultural and
economic vitality of Fishers Island, New
York.
On the web: https://www.thelighthouseworks.com
Operating Budget: $295,000
Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 385
Fishers Island, NY 06390

The Annex Building
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Nate Malinowski
Nate@thelighthouseworks.com
(631) 788-7713

Mary Burnham
mburnham@mbbarch.com

Staff:
Nate Malinowski
Executive Director

Board of Directors:
Mary B. Burnham President
Heather Ferguson Burnham Vice President
Harry S. Parker III Treasurer

Tryn Collins
Fellowship Director

Whitney Armstrong
Margaret O’Neil Frank
Ella Foshay
Jan Geniesse
Meredith James
Susan Lawrence
Elizabeth Miller
Charles Thomas O’Neil
Sarah Stack
Christabel Vartanian

LIGHTHOUSE WORKS
2017 was another outstanding year at Lighthouse Works!
This year, seventeen artists, writers, and choreographers – selected from a
pool of over 875 applicants – were awarded a Lighthouse Works Fellowship,
affording them the time and space to make significant advances in their work
in the supportive environment of Fishers Island. Our Public Art Commission,
Lea Cetera’s Chair Totem Pole, blazed red at the entrance of Silver Eel Cove.
We invited five internationally recognized artists to the island to share their
work as part of our Visiting Artist Program and presented four dynamic
exhibitions of our Alumni’s new work as part of our Legacy Exhibitions Series.
Through all of this, Lighthouse Works is leveraging the support
of the artistic practice to enrich the vitality of our island.
This year we hosted ten artist talks, five open studios, four exhibitions and
will facilitate eight artist-led workshops with the students at the Fishers Island
School and the campers at IPP. These dynamic cultural events promote the
direct engagement of our entire community with the work of contemporary
artists and writers. The impact of our work goes deeper than this cultural
exchange. This effort supports two year-round island jobs, and through a
commitment to meeting our needs locally, we are stimulating the year-round
island economy. Instead of shopping with Peapod, we shop at the Village
Market. Instead of the Home Depot, we’re choosing Island Hardware. In this
way, 80% of our operating budget, or $250,000, is spent directly in the local
economy.
Another highlight this year was the successful renovation of the Annex
Building at Silver Eel Cove. With the creation of five artist studios, a gallery
and meeting space, and the replacement of the outdated mechanical and
heating systems, the renovation enhances the quality of our support of the
artistic practice and is an investment in the future sustainability of our efforts
- furthering our commitment to a more vibrant Fishers Island.
We continue to be incredibly grateful for the enthusiasm and support that
we’ve received from this community!

For more information please visit our website at
http://www.thelighthouseworks.com

St. John's Episcopal Church
We are a welcoming summer chapel, living out
Christ’s love. A beacon to fellow pilgrims, the
foundation and traditions of St. John’s inform our
spiritual journey. We seek to provide an inclusive,
open and dynamic ministry to impact the Fishers
Island community across seasons, dedicated to
nurturing spiritual life through hospitality and
outreach.

On the web: http://www.stjohnsfi.org/
Operating Budget: $238,000
Fiscal Year Ends: July
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 505
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Oriental Avenue
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Michael Spencer
mspencer@sps.edu
(631) 788-7497

William McCance
wmccance@whmcompanies.com

Staff:
The Rev. Michael Spencer, Rector

Board of Directors:
William McCance, Senior Warden
Tom Parker, Junior Warden
John Trevor, Treasurer
Phyllis Hansell, Clerk

Andrew Ahrens, Sexton

Vestry Members:
Jean Calhoun
Alicia Cleary
Dixon Harvey
Molly Frank
Thayer Rogers
Oliver Scholle
Max Soper
Willard Soper

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
FISHERS ISLAND
We are a welcoming summer chapel, living out Christ’s love. A beacon to fellow pilgrims, the
foundation and traditions of St. John’s inform our spiritual journey. We seek to provide an
inclusive, open and dynamic ministry to impact the Fishers Island community across seasons,
dedicated to nurturing spiritual life through hospitality and outreach.

2017 HIGHLIGHTS
Our regular Services of Worship are at 8 and 10 a.m. on Sunday morning. You are welcome to
join us to connect with fellow spiritual pilgrims and celebrate the beauty and blessing of our
island home. In addition, we offer Thursday Vespers on the Beach, a meditative service mixing
poetry, prayer, and scripture. The Book Group gathers Friday mornings for a spirited discussion
of provocative books including this past year’s selections: A Man Called Ove by Fredrik
Bachman and Becoming Wise by Krista Tippett. Committed to a vibrant music ministry, we
sponsor a summer concert and welcome organists from around the country who, in 2018, will
perform on our newly installed Bigelow pipe organ.
While St. John’s Episcopal Church is a seasonal chapel open in the summer, we are committed to
hospitality and outreach throughout all the seasons. St. John’s manages multiple vehicles of
outreach to support the entire island community. The Sanger Fund Grants were made to four
island organizations this past year to support needs and initiatives. Housing and Honoraria
were made to support visiting speakers and artists. The partnership with the island churches
continued in the Islanders for Islanders initiative to provide food, fuel, job training, and support
for critical needs within the year-round community. Our support of Affordable Housing
continued in the subsidized rental of the Christiansen House adjacent to the church. Stewardship
of the Island Cemetery Fund, and the land owned by St. John’s Church, allows for a beautiful
place to remember those who have gone before us. In 1983, St. John’s created our most
significant outreach program: The Fishers Island Community Scholarships administered by the
church and awarded each year to eligible students for postsecondary education. This year,
scholarships were awarded to two island residents who attended school off island and to six
graduates of the Fishers Island School. They are part of a group of 25 students who currently
receive over $66,000 to support their education in college and graduate school.
Many thanks to all those who supported the mission and ministry of St. John’s this past year!

Walsh Park Benevolent Corporation
To promote the viability of the year-round
community of Fishers Island by creating and
maintaining a supply of attractive and affordable
year-round housing.

On the web: www.walshpark.org
Operating Budget: Fiscal Year Ends: December
Mailing Address:

Office Address:

P.O. Box 684
Fishers Island, NY 06390

90 Crescent Ave.
Fishers Island, NY 06390

Staff Contact:

Board Contact:

Matthew Edwards
medwards@walshpark.org
(631) 788-7927

Andrew Burr
aburr@chiltoninc.com
Board of Directors:
Frank Burr Sr. , Chairman Emeritus
Andrew Burr, Co-President
Ned Carlson, Co-President
David Burnham
Peter Crisp
Gail Cypherd
Ken Edwards Sr.
Mark Gaumond
Allison Goss
Mary Horn
Karen Loiselle Goodwin
Jeff MacDonald
Di Shillo
Art Walsh

The Walsh Park Benevolent Corporation was founded in 1987 to promote the viability of the year-round
community of Fishers Island by creating and maintaining a supply of attractive and affordable housing.
Since that time, Walsh Park has constructed or purchased 30 single-family homes and apartments, of
which 11 are owner-occupied with the balance being rental units. Our properties are 100% occupied,
there has been very little turnover among our tenants and we continue to add properties to our
portfolio as funds permit. Walsh Park has an active waiting list of applicants, including several individuals
and families who would like to make Fishers Island their home. The demand for additional housing is
clear.
Approximately 29% of the year-round population and 44% of the non-magnet students at the Fishers
Island School live in Walsh Park housing. Nearly half of the volunteers at the Fishers Island Fire
Department and many of the people who provide other emergency services live in Walsh Park housing.
Walsh Park residents work as teachers, contractors and civil servants. All are valued members of our
Island community.
The Fishers Island population has declined from 600 people in 1960, to 285 people in 1987 to 230
people at present, including 34 children who attend the Fishers Island School. This trend presents a
serious threat to the character and quality of the Island community. If, for example, the Island must
resort to off-island contractors to provide such critical services as fire protection, emergency medical
assistance and utilities, all Island residents will feel the impact in terms of availability, quality and cost.
Furthermore, our school may be in jeopardy if the student body declines in size.
We must create more affordable housing and attract more full-time residents to Fishers Island.
Thanks to the generous support of the Fishers Island community, Walsh Park is making great progress
toward this objective.
Among our most recent accomplishments are the following:
--- Purchased 5 housing units and a commercial property
--- Undertook major capital improvements to several of our properties.
--- Provided Walsh Park housing to a Connecticut family, thereby facilitating their relocation to Fishers
Island and adding to the school’s student body.
--- Begun conversations with other Island organizations about several exciting property development
opportunities. We are hopeful that one or more of these joint ventures will materialize in the next year.

WALSH PARK BENEVOLENT CORPORATION

P.O. BOX 684

FISHERS ISLAND, NY 06390

WWW.WALSHPARK.ORG

