
 

 

From: Denise Fohlmeister <defohlmeister@mac.com> 
Date: March 1, 2019 at 11:02:37 AM MST 
To: e.neville@town.southold.ny.us 
Subject: Fishers Island Briar Patch Zoning 

Town Clerk of Southold regarding the Fishers Island 

Utility Company’s (FIUC) request to change the “Briar Patch's” zoning from an R-80 to HD 
(Hamlet Density). 

                                                                                                                                    3/1/2019 
To whom it may concern: 
  
My name is Denise Edwards-Fohlmeister, who, along with Deborah Edwards, owns Sonny’s Place on the 
corner of Central and Crescent Avenues, kitty corner from the baseball field and across the street from the 
Briar Patch. We would be one of the nearest neighbors. We are opposed to this re-zoning. 
  
Despite my efforts, a number of years ago, asking the Utility Company to address issues concerning the 
upkeep of our neighboring house and the numerous company trucks in the backyard, nothing happened. 
They did not bother to even answer the letter. We eventually planted a row of trees to block out their 
unsightly backyard.  It is doubtful they would bother to care for the upkeep of a future 
apartment/townhouse complex in any better manner than they do the numerous existing properties they 
already own today. (Witness the “abandoned” property across from Dock Beach). Should the apartment 
complex be built, would it only be for employees of the utility company? 
  
Another point of concern would be the historical and archeological importance of the existing area. There 
was a lecture a number of years ago about this topic at the community center on Fishers Island. It seems the 
original early inhabitants first lived in this part of the island. Has this topic been addressed? 
  
  
When the zoning laws are relaxed to allow more properties being built on less land, you open the door to 
more development that will start a process that cannot be reversed and, in my opinion, will eventually 
change the character of Fishers Island with far reaching consequences for the future.  
  
  
Many thanks for your attention, 
  
Your sincerely, 
  
Denise Edwards-Fohlmeister 
	  


