
Dear Southold Town Board, 
 
Re: Zoning change on Fishers Island 
 
I am writing in support of the application of the Fishers Island Utility Company for a zoning 
change on the lot known locally as the "Briar Patch."   
 
By way of background, I serve on the Island Community Board, and as a year-round 
representative I am keenly interested in maintaining Island unity as we solve community 
issues.  With the proposal of the Utility Company I have learned that members of the community 
will miss having this attractive, open space in a central location. However, I stand in favor of 
their application given the Utility Company's urgent need for multiple-dwelling units for future on-
island employees in order to ensure coverage in the event of an emergency.   
 
I request that with the zoning change approval there is put in a place a firm understanding about 
the need for the Utility Company to fully engage the opinion of the community of Fishers Island, 
including full discussion with the Island Community Board, as decisions are made for the 
development of the lot. Given prior comments by the Utility Company it seems a collaborative 
approach is their intention.  Specifically, areas for community buy-in include 
1. The way the Utility Company funds the construction of the building 
2. The design, placement and maintenance of the structure  
3. Close consideration of environmental issues as the land is developed 
4. A plan for the use of this multi-dwelling structure on the off chance there comes a time when 
it does not house Utility employees 
5. Selection of the lots owned by the Utility Company that are next slated for development 
 
As this project is potentially divisive for our Island, agreement around the above issues would 
help quell opposition and help establish good will between the Utility Company, our community, 
and other other interested parties. I strongly urge you to approve the application with teh 
condition that the Utility Company implement decisions that have broad agreement to ensure the 
best result for our Island and all involved. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of this letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Candace Whitman 
Fishers Island Union Chapel 
 
February 26, 2019 
	  


