
From: Jim [mailto:bakerj428@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, March 02, 2019 9:28 AM 
To: Neville, Elizabeth 
Cc: Jim 
Subject: [SPAM] - Briar Patch Rezoning 
 
Dear Elizabeth Neville, 
 
My name is Jim Baker, and I was raised on Fishers Island and I am currently a board member of 
the Fishers Island Utility Company.  The year round community is one of the most important 
aspects of Fishers Island and the need for affordable housing is a huge understatement.  When I 
lived and went to school on Fishers Island in the 70’s, the year round population was in the 500+ 
range with over 100 students in the local school system.  The population has been more than cut 
in half and the school can not sustain itself without having students commute on the ferry every 
day from the Connecticut shoreline.  There is rarely and perfect location for multi unit housing 
anywhere, but the Utility company, (where my dad worked for over 40 years) must have people 
living and working on Fishers Island in order to provide proper service to the island. The Utility 
Company was very generous when it provided a plot of land (next to Briar Patch) for the current 
medical facility on the island and no doubt this facility has been incredible to the island 
community.  As a board member of the Fishers Island Utility Company, I will assure you and the 
island community that we will do everything possible to address the concerns brought up in the 
letters to you and the town.(all very good concerns and thoughts)  This zoning request is not just 
a need of the Fishers Island Utility Co. but a need for the entire Fishers Island Community. 
Thanks for your consideration and we will all work together to ensure this housing is a benefit to 
all, including those people living in close proximity to this property. 
 
Thank you 
 
Jim Baker 
Utility Board Member, Island Property Owner and 60+ years of Fishers Island being part of my life 
	  


